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On July 2, Health Ministry spokespersons told reporters that malaria had increased to epidemic
proportions during the last two years. The spokespersons observed that while 683 cases of malaria
were reported in 1990, the number jumped to 3,247 in 1991 and reached 3,094 during the first six
months of 1992. Health Ministry officials estimate that over 6,000 persons will have contracted the
disease by the end of this year. About 80% of persons affected with malaria reside in the Atlantic
coast region. According to July 7 statements to reporters by deputy health minister Uriel Badilla,
as a result of the expansion of banana production in Limon and Heredia departments, increased
numbers of undocumented Nicaraguan and Panamanian laborers have entered the country.
According to Badilla, this situation has complicated efforts to impede spread of the disease since
such laborers do not receive adequate medical examinations. Interior Minister Luis Fishman
indicated that the government had requested banana companies to comply with provisions of
existing labor and health codes. He added that the companies should provide health authorities
with lists containing the names of all workers employed on the plantations. Representatives of
banana producers have indicated that the rapid expansion of malaria is due to the fact that the
type of mosquito which transmits the disease has developed immunity to the pesticides used for
eradication. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 07/02/92; Agencia Centroamericana de NoticiasSpanish news service EFE, 07/07/92)
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